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Abstract: Education is one of the most defining features in the life 
of human. It enables one to acquire literacy, to analyse the 
situations with logic and wisdom and also use it greatly for 
individual as well as social development. Education is a key 
instrument in character-building, which enables the children to 
determine the course of their thoughts and actions and also achieve 
goals and ideals of life. This is the logic to which Gandhi attached 
greater importance. Gandhi was not only a political leader deeply 
involved in freedom struggle of India, he was also a great social 
reformer. He was unquestionably one of the greatest advocates of 
modern education in India and his scheme of education sought to 
further the moral, individual, social, political and economic 
progress of man. Gandhi's philosophy of Education is the outcome 
of his Indian cultural heritage and his experiences regarding man 
and materials. His scheme of education aimed at the truthful and 
non-violent way of life and the ultimate goal of self-realisation. His 
concept of Basic Education, Nai Talim, The indiginous Schools, the 
vocational training to the children and education to girl child are 

vf/kxe 

vad 21 % fnlEcj 2021 
ISSN  :  2394-773X 



The Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi on Preschool Education .....                 131 
 

 

 

not merely his dreams.In his way Education is a mean for all round 
development of a child to make them self reliant. His methods for 
education to the children from early age were simple and practical 
and this was evident in his scheme of education. 
 This paper aims to understand and review the philosophy of 
Gandhiji on basic education and development of a child. It also 
reflects its relevance with the present system of Education in India.   
 
Keywords: Mahatma Gandhi, Pre School Education, Basic 
Education, Nai- Talim, Gandhian Ideology,  
 
Introduction: Gandhi was a firm believer in the essential unity of 
man and all lives. His faith in God, truth and non-violence enabled 
him to lead a much disciplined life and attain a spirit of moral 
superiority in all his actions. He envisioned a society free of 
exploitation and injustice and a social structure based on moral and 
equitable principles. His steadfast reliance on his principles all 
through his life, even under adverse circumstances made it possible 
for him to translate his ideals into practice. In his work on the 
Educational Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, Gandhi’s philosophy 
of education can be sumarise in these words: ‘with the object of 
realizing his ideal of a spiritual society as a stepping-stone to the 
realisation on God or truth, Gandhiji evolved an educational system 
as a dynamic side of his philosophy. There is a unity running 
through his concrete schemes and plans, making them a complete 
system of philosophy’.  
 Before understanding Gandhi’s views on education, it is 
necessary to know the background of the educational system which 
was introduced during the British rule. By the end of 19th century, 
the modern education system totally replaced the old and 
indigenous system of India. The system in the villages that ran 
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public institutions like temples, monasteries, hospitals and schools 
were replaced with the advent of British and gave way to the 
adoption of English language, destroying the indigenous culture and 
found an immediate acceptance from the younger generation. When 
Gandhi came back to India he visited all over the country to 
understand the society, people and their life.During his visit to 
England In 1931, in the Council on Constitutional Reforms 
organized by the British Government, Gandhi gave a detailed 
description of the decline of education in India during the British 
period. Gandhiji said in a historic speech at the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs in London's Chatham House on 20 October 
1931 that when the British administrators came to India, they did 
not accept the situation here as it is. They began to scrape the 
ground, they began to inspect the roots and then left it open… and 
the beautiful tree of education was destroyed. ‘The system deteched  
the child from his social surroundings, created new castes, laid 
emphasis on literary education, and there was a neglect of mass 
education’. Here Gandhi’s theory of education evolved against 
these glaring discrepancies. 

Development of Educational thoughts:  Gandhi's life was based 
on experiment. Whatever he did and said, it was tested through  
experiment and then he set an examples to the others. The things 
said above were also based on their own experience based on their 
experimentation and experience. In fact, his educational principles 
developed during his stay in South Africa. This stay was the most 
important period of Gandhiji's character building and his 
exploration of Satyagraha. Based on these experiences and thought 
process, he started spreading his educational ideas, which emerged 
in the form of National Education Movement, under which people 
established institutions, Vidyapeeths, Veda Pathshalas etc. Later, all 
these efforts became the basis for the development of Indian 
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education under the leadership of Gandhiji. In the year 1937 
Gandhi's views on education took their final shape and 
development in to a philosophy of education after a long drawn-out 
process of experience and experiments for forty years in South 
Africa and India. 

 Aim of Education according to Gandhi: Gandhi put his 
views on education first time clearly in his book Hind Swaraj. His 
philosophy of education has certain aims which were did not 
undergo any material change later on even in different stages. The 
aim of his education is: 
 Building self-reliant citizens- By teaching human for hard 
work he wanted to build skilled citizens.Wanted to see every person 
doing production work by physical exertion. It can be started from 
childhood by giving such education in which the child becomes 
involved in a useful enterprise for himself and the society, gets 
attached to it. 
 Establishment of Sarvodayi Samaj - His goal was to 
establish a Sarvodayi-hard-working society by giving equal 
opportunities to all the people in the society for development. All 
human beings should have the right to equality and freedom in society. 

 Establishment of Village Swaraj - Gandhiji wanted to 
prepare Indian society for independence before freedom from 
British slavery. He wanted man to be free from all forms of 
exploitation. Establishment of Sarvodayi Society by developing the 
best human and physical qualities in human beings was his basic 
objective and the basic mantra for the creation of this society was 
the establishment of Gram Swaraj. Villagers wanted to establish 
self-government with local resources and rural economic resources 
and resources. His goal was that every member of the society and 
family should contribute in the development of the family and 
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society with their own strength and energy. This was possible only 
through education because education is the only means which leads 
to the full development of all the better instincts and abilities of 
man. 
 Character Building - The basic aim of education according 
to Gandhi is to make man a human in the true sense. Education 
which does not contribute to the development of human virtues and 
does not pave the way for the all-round development of the 
individual, is useless. Being human is the most important education, 
for this, the education of character development is the main aim of 
education. 
 Philosophy and methods of Education in Gandhian way: 
According to Gandhi the all-round development of child should be 
the prime focus of education. The aim of education is the all round 
development of all the best abilities of the child's mind, heart and 
body. In Harijan, 1937, Gandhi explained as to what he understood 
by education: ‘by education, I mean an all-round drawing out of the 
best in child and man, body, mind and spirit. Literacy is not the end 
of education nor even the beginning. It is one of the means whereby 
man and woman can be educated’. In practical terms, to acquire the 
ability to think, to understand human qualities-feelings and 
sensations,  to acquire the ability to work for the welfare of oneself, 
family, society and country with proper physical exertion, is true 
education and all-round development. 
 He expressed, one word only as to the education of the 
heart.I do not believe that this can be imparted through books. It 
can only be done through the living touch of the teacher. And, who 
are the teachers in the pre schools and even in primary schools.Are 
they man and Women of faith and character? Have they themselves 
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received the training of the heart? He said that when our children 
are admitted to the schools, they need, not slate and pencil and 
books, but simple village tools which they can handle freely and 
remuneratively. Only so called knowledge of three ‘R’s that is at 
present given in the schools can not serve the purpose of life for 
boys and girls. Gandh ji had expressed that the scheme that I am a 
dumb rating does not exclude literary training. No course of 
primary instruction would be considered complete that did not 
include reading, writing and arithmetic.Only, reading and writing 
would come during the last year when really the boy or girl is all set 
for learning the alphabets correctly. For children he expressed that 
handwriting is an art. Every letter must be correctly drawn, as an 
artist would drawn his figure. He admitted that he doesent care 
about his handwritng in early days and childhood but in later years 
he realized that Good hand writing put an extra confidance to the 
nature and behaviour a of child. Some of the practical methods and 
excercises he described for the development of child in his 
educational thought in Wardha scheme in year 1937, and this was 
only a step forward, 

 Boys and Girls should be taught together. 
 Their time should be mostly spent on mannual work under 

the supervision of a teacher. This mannual work should be 
considered as a part of education. 

 The child should know the Why and The How of every 
process. 

 General knowledge should be imparted to the child as soon 
as he is able to understand the things. 
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 The hand of the child should be trained to draw geometrical 
figures before he learns to write, i.e., good handwriting 
should be taught from the beginning. 

 The child should learn to read before he is able to write, 
means he should learn to recognize letters as as if they were 
pictures and then draw their figures.Through this method 
and by word of mouth- oral expressions, the child should 
acquire much knowledge before he is eight years old. 

 Children should not be bound to learn anything and he 
should be interested in learning. 

 The process of teaching should be conducted in a playful 
manner. 

 All the education should be imparted through mother tounge 
of the children. 
 

 These were some of the basic and necessary thoughts of 
Gandhi on methods and principles of eduction to the child and its 
overall development. 
 Pre-School Education-Present Scenario: At Present The 
New Education Policy has been introduced and a scignificant focus 
has been given to the pre school or ECCE. The NEP 2020 
emphasises universal provisioning of quality early childhood 
development care and education for all children from the age of 3 
years, to be achieved by 2030. The expansion of ECCE is proposed 
through four pronged strategies: 1) stand-alone Anganwadis; 2) 
Anganwadis co-located with primary schools; 3) pre-primary 
sections co-located with primary schools; and 4) stand-alone pre-
schools. On the one hand, pre-school education significantly aids in 
the overall development of a child, involving its physical, social, 
emotional and cognitive aspects. On the other hand, education prior 
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to primary schooling, as research evidences show, tends to have a 
major impact on her/his future learning prospects. Thus, it is a 
widely known fact that, the pre-school education lays the 
foundation and creates readiness among children to pursue formal 
school education. 
 What Gandhiji has said and research evidence also indicates 
that the children between the ages of four to six become mentally 
ready for more structured, but play based, learning environment. 
All children and those from disadvantaged communities in 
particular, require at this stage an appropriate school readiness 
programme which ought to be directed by the child’s interests and 
priorities in contextualised and flexible manner. As per the Census 
(2011), India has 158.8 million children in the 0-6 age group, of 
which around 60 million children are estimated to be in the age 
group of 3-6 years.1 In India, although the gross enrolment ratio at 
pre-school level has been recorded at about 55 per cent over time, 
there are still approximately 20 million children accounting nearly 
27 per cent of the total in the three-to-six-year age group who are 
not attending pre-school (UNICEF, 2016). This demands that India 
must ensure a significantly higher enrolment in pre-schools for 
improving education outcomes at the elementary and secondary 
levels. The State of the World’s Children Report 2016 by the 
agency pointed out that children in the “poorest families and in the 
marginalised communities are often left behind”. While 34 per cent 
of Muslim children did not attend pre-school, around 25.9 per cent 
Hindus and 25.6 per cent Christians also could not attend pre-
school education. The proportion of such children was nearly 30 per 
cent among Scheduled Castes. Anganwadi centres cater to 3.7 crore 
children through 13.7 lakh Anganwadi centres (45 per cent centres 



vf/kxe       138  

 

 Page 

 

or six lakhs and three thousand are co-located within school 
complexes). Table 1.1 shows the Statics of Status of Pre School 
Education in India. 

Table 1.1 
Status of Pre School Education (ECCE) in India 

`

Source:NCERT and MHRD 
 Challenges: Some major challenges are there, as in current 
situation Anganwadi workers are not oriented to meet the school 
readiness programme or pre school education of children of 3-6 
years of age. The access to preschool education, therefore, needs to 
be improved as the initial years of child are crucial and cognitive 
and intellectual developments take place faster during these years. 
At present the proportion of children attending pre-primary 
education in Government schools is only 32.7 percent indicating 
differentiation in schooling access by management of schools at this 
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stage. Some of the other challenges include: provisioning of 
adequate quality preschools with necessary physical and academic 
infrastructures: play materials, teaching learning materials, barrier-
free access to all indoor and outdoor spaces; and separate toilets for 
boys and girls, for different ages of children; safe and comfortable 
school environment ensuring availability of appropriate accessories 
and facilities for children with special needs. Definitely these also 
needs comprehensive curriculam and plaining to execute it in the 
pre schools. 
 Conclusion: For Gandhi, education is something like an 
‘awakening of the soul’, and ‘strengthening the inner voice’. True 
education, as he opined, brings about a harmonious functioning of 
the body, heart, mind and soul and stimulates the spiritual, 
intellectual and physical faculties. He felt that an undue emphasis 
on any one of these factors not only negates the basic principles of 
education but also retards the development of the self. Gandhi 
highly disapproved of the education system in India as being 
harmful, wasteful, unethical and artificial. ‘Most of the boys’, he 
said, ‘are lost to the parents and to the occupation to which they are 
born. They pick up evil habits, affect urban ways and get a 
smattering of something which may be anything but not education’. 
He explained the purpose as imparting ‘education of the body and 
the mind and the soul through handicraft that is taught to the 
children’ To sum it up in his own words, it is ‘an intelligent use of 
the bodily organs in a child that provides the best and quickest way 
of developing his intellect’. 
 Finally, Humanism is the essential part of Gandhi’s 
philosophy of Education. Mahatma Gandhi's educational thought 
and his fundamental ideas are a guide towards making the society 
self-reliant by leading children and youth towards self-reliance. 
Gandhi was clear that the education of citizens is the backbone of 
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any society. So he envisioned a new educational system for the 
non-violent society of his dream and used it for many years. He 
believed that basic education should be linked to life and used for 
the development of mind, body and soul. It was Gandhi's 
unflinching belief that children have immense power and potential. 
The nature and environment of society in which children are born 
and raised can be very instructive for their own life and 
development. They can learn many things from practical work and 
from direct experiences. So all these opinions are very practical and 
useful for providing universal access to the Pre-School Education to 
each and every child. We can hope that through practicing 
Gandhian ideology of Pre-School Education and philosophy of 
Child Development we will be able to implement the National 
Education Policy 2020 in a complete and comprehensive mode. 
 
References :  
 

 NEP 2020: Implementation Strategy, National Institute of 
Planning and Administration, New Delhi. December 2020. 

 Gandhi, M.K., An Autobiography or The Story of My 
Experiments with Truth, Navajivan Publishing House, 
Ahmedabad, 1927. 

 Kripalani, J.B., Gandhi: His Life and Thought, The Publications 
Division, Ministry of  Information and Broadcasting, Government 
of India, New Delhi, 1971. 

 Shukla Ramakant, Gandhian Philosophy of Education,Sublime 
Publication Jaipur the vaccine, Simon & schuster India. 

 Patel, M.S., The Educational Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad, 1953. p.16.  

 Patel, M.S., The Educational Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Navajivan Publishing House,  Ahmedabad, 1953. p.16.  

 Gandhi, M.K., Towards New Education, Navajivan Publishing 
House, 1953, (ed by Bharatan Kumarappa). 



The Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi on Preschool Education .....                 141 
 

 

 

 Young India, 1919-31.* Gandhi has published news papers 
Indian Opinion in South Africa and Young India, Harijan, 
Navjeevan & Harijan Bandhu in India.     

 Young India, 1.9.1921. 
 Gandhi, M.K. The story of my Experiment with truth, Navjivan 

publication Ahmedabad. 
 CWMG,  Vol. VIX, Publication Division, Govt. of India.  
 Gandhi, M.K, Mangal Prabhat, Navjivan publication Ahmedabad. 
 Gandhi, M.K, Sarvoday, Navjivan publication Ahmedabad. 
 Dharmpal, ‘Beautiful Tree’, Indian Education in 18th 

Century,Pnruthan Trust, Ahmadabad.  
 Harijan, 11-6-1938. 
 Hind Swaraj, Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad. 
 https://www.education.gov.in/en/documents_reports  
 https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statisti

cs-new/udise_201920.pdf  
 https://wcd.nic.in/annual-report  

  
 

https://www.education.gov.in/en/documents_reports
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statistics-new/udise_201920.pdf
https://wcd.nic.in/annual-report

	_Hlk25993034

